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January 24, 2012

The Honorable Tom McClintock

Chairman, House Subcommittee on Water and Power
1522 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman McClintock:

As western communities face continued economic challenges, I write to request a hearing in
the Water and Power Subcommittee to examine the important issues surrounding water
storage in the West. As you know, a stable water supply is critical to western economies,
jobs, and food security. The uncertainties of annual water availability can imperil those
communities which are hindered by an unwieldy regulatory framework that hinders the
ability to store water for vital purposes. Through prudent supply management and the ability
to store much needed water, communities can support jobs that depend on the availability of
water, protect food security, control flooding, ensure continued recreation opportunities,
provide water for the development of hydropower, and meet environmental protection needs.

Among the immediate concerns regarding water storage is this year’s relatively low snow
pack levels in Colorado. Streamlining the regulatory permitting process can help better
prepare those communities that rely on snow pack to support local economies.

I respectfully urge the Water and Power Subcommittee to take up this issue in a hearing so

that we can identify the hurdles to water storage and work towards regulatory reform that
will support Western communities that rely on the ability to store water.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress
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