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September 26, 2013 
 
The Honorable Doc Hastings 
Chairman 
House Natural Resources Committee 
1324 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 
 
RE: HR 3189/Water Rights Protection Act 
 
Dear Chairman: 
 
I am writing on behalf of ski areas in the Pacific Northwest operating on 
National Forest System lands. PNSAA represents 34 ski resorts in 
Washington, Oregon, Alaska, Idaho, Montana and California.   Of the 34 
members 30 operate on public land.  
 
PNSAA supports HR 3189/Water Rights Protection Act that would prohibit 
the Forest Service from issuing permit clauses that require ski areas to 
transfer ownership of valuable water rights to the United States without 
compensation. Water is crucial to ski area operations. Ski areas collectively 
hold water rights worth over a hundred million dollars. We developed 
these rights through our own effort and expense, and we have no 
intention of surrendering ownership of these water rights to the US 
without compensation.  
 
We would like to thank you for your leadership on protecting ski area 
water rights. It means a great deal to PNSAA and all ski areas across the 
country operating on NFS lands.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST SKI AREAS ASSOCIATION 

 
John A. Gifford 
President 


